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Pſalm. 31, 2, 3. 
Be thow wy ffrong rock, for an houſe of defevte to ſave we. 
For thou art my rock, and my fortreſs ; therefore for thy 
name ſake lead mt, ard guide me, 
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PSALM XCLI. 


9 ll E that dwelleth inthe ſecret place of 
gy Wl the moſt High, ſhall abide under the 
Z ſhadow of the Almighty. 
g| 2. 1will ſay of the Lord,He is my 
ime refuge, and my fortreſs ; my God, 
in him will I truſt. 
3. Surely he ſhall deliver thee from the ſnare of 
the fowler : and from the noyſom peſtilence. 
4+ He ſhall cover thee with his feathers, and un- 
der his wings ſhalt thou truſt : his truth (hall be 
thy ſhield and buckler. 
5. Thou ſhalt not be afraid for the terror by night: 
nor for the arrow that flieth by day: 
6. Nor for the peſtilencethat walkgth in dark- 
neſs: nor for the deſtru@Fion that waſteth at noon= 


ay. 

” A thouſand ſhall fall at thy ſide, & tex thou- 
fan at thy right band : but it hall not come nigh 
Fee. 

8.0nly with thine eyes ſhalt thou behold,and ſee 
the reward of the wicked. 
7. Becauſe thon haſt made the Lord, which is 
my refuge, even the moſt High, thy habitation : 
A 2 IO, There 
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10. There. ſhall no evil befal thee,neither ſhall any 
plague come nigh thy dwelling. 

i 1.For he ſhall give his Angels charge over thee, 
to keep thee n all thy wayes, 

12.They ſhall bear thee up in their hands,leſt thou 
daſh thy foot againſt a ſtone. 

12.Thou ſhalt. tread upon the lion and adder:the 
young lion and the dragon ſhalt thou trample un- 
der feet. 

14- Becauſe he hath ſet his love upon me, there- 
fore will T deliver him: 1 will ſet him on high, 
becauſe he hath known my name. | 

15. He ſhallcall upon me,and I will anſwer him : 
7 will be with him in tronble, Twill deliver hin, 
and honour him. | | 

16 With long life will 1 ſatisfic him, and ſhew 
him my ſalvation. - + wp 


T His Pſalms (*ris thought ) was made upon the occa- 
[ fion of the plague and peliilence that, was 1h Da- 
: vid's time, So Molerws ; Wherein you have the 
beſt Antidore againſt the plague and peltilence, 
The whole Pſalm is nothing elſe bur a great promiſe 
of ſpecial proteRion for thoſe that truſt in the Lord in 
the time of the plague:wherein three or four things are moſt 
eſpecially conſiderable, the Evil, Danger and M.ſery. of 
the Plague and Peſiilence.z progeRion and deliverance pro- 
miſed in the time thereof : the perſons upon whom the pro» 
miſe is intailed; the way,mode, means,and manner,how God 
will deliver and prote& in the time of a plague, As for the 
eyil, dager,and miſery of the plague or petilence, you have 
| It 
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it in many terms expreſſed in ſeveral verſes. In the third verſe 


tis called the ſnare of the fowler ; He will deliver thee from 
the ſnare of the fowler ; tis called the ſnare of the fowler, be- 
cauſe it takes men betore they are aware ; the word 44,that 
follows, ſhould not be in the line,ſ2 the next words do explain 
ir, He ſhall deliver thee from the ſnare of the fowler : from 
the noiſome peſtilence : then "tis called the noiſom peſtilence, 
Inthe Hebrew cis called the peſtilence of woes or calamity, 
that if, moſt calamitous peliilence, that diſeaſe or ſickneis, 
that is accompanied with the mott calamity, In the gth verſe 
tis called the terror by night, and, the arrow that fliethby 


. day : for with this arrow God doth kill and hit men at a di- 


ſtance, a great way off, when they thipk to flie away and bez 
at reſt, 'lTis ſaidin the Gxth verſe, that it walketh in dark- 
neſs ;and it is called deſtruttion that waſteth at noon day, in 
regard of the ſpreading andinfettive nature of it. At the thir- 
teenth verſe 'tis compared unto the lion and adder, the young 
lion ard the dragon, for the deſiruftive and devouring nature 
of ir, which nothing can (iand before, 

Secondly, as for the proteRion promiſed in the time there- 
of, you have that in the general at the firſt verſe, He that 
dwelleth in the ſecret place of the moſt High, ſhall abide n= 
der the ſhadow of the Almighty; more particularly at the 
third verſe, Surely he ſhall Lien thee from the ſnare of the 
fowler, from the nnſom peſtilerce : He ſhall cover thee with 
bi; feathers, and under his wings ſhalt thou truſt, His truth 
ſhall be thy ſhield aud bucklcr, at the 4th verſe. At the 5th 
and 6'h verſes again, Thou ſhalt not be afraid. for the terror 
by might ; nor for the arrow that flicth by day ; nor fer the 
peſtilence that walketh in darkneſs; nor for the deftr»ion 
that waſteth at noon-day, And again, A thonſard ſhall fall 
at thy ſide, and ten thouſand at thy right hand: (inthe 7ihb 
verſe) but it ſhall not come nigh thee, Inthe 1oth yerſe, No 


ew! ſhall befal thee, nenher ſhall any plague come mgh 
thy , 
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thy dwelling. Por he ſhall give hs angels charge over thee, to 
keep thee in all thy wayes, And ar the lait verſe, With long 
life will I ſatisfie him, and ſhew him my ſalvation, 
' As forthe perſons whom this promiſe of ProteRion is en- 
tailed vpon, they are ſuch as do truſt in the Lord, He that 
dwelleth in the ſecret place of the muſt High ; that ſay of the 
Lord, he is my refuge and my fortreſs : my God, in him 1 will 
truſt, verſe 2.And at the gth verſe, Becauſe thou haſt made the 
Lord, which is my refuge, even the moſt High, thy habitation : 
there ſhall ns evil befal thee, neither ſhall any plague come 
nigh thy dwelling, Thou ſhalt not be afraid for the terror by 
»1ght : nor for the, arrow that fljeth by day, ac the fifth verſe, 
And as for the means, and way, and mode how God will de- 
liver inthe time of che plague, he will do ir by his Angels ; 
There ſhall no evil befal thee, neither ſhall any plague come 
nigh thy dwelling, For he ſhall give his Angels charge over 
thee, to keep thee in all thy wayes, They ſhall bear thee mp in 
therr hands, &c, | 
From all which then, I take up this DoQrine or Obſerva- 
zion : Though the danger, evil, and miſery of the Peſtilence 
bz exceeding great, yet God will in an eſpecial manner pro- 
re& and deliver thoſe that do truſt 1n him in the time of a 
lacue, : 
l For the clearing and proſecution whereof,firſt of all, T (hall 
2 little labour to (hew you, that the evil, miſery, and danger 
of a Plague is exceeding great, 2ly, That yer the Lord will 
prote& and deliver choſe that dq cruft in bim, 3ly, What 
chat Faith is,and what that Truſt 18, that God hath promiſed 
chis prote&ion co in the time ofa Plague, 4ly, I would an- 
{wer to ſome objeRions, queſtions, or caſes of conſcience. 
Then 5ly. ſhew how, and by what means God will prote& 
and deliver in the time of a plague, Then call upon you and 
my ſelf, ro do our duty in this Day, 
As for the firſt, I (hall not be long in ir, The miſery and 
| | dapger 
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danger of the Plague is ſufficiently known, It is called the 
Plague above all other diſcaſes, as if it were the Plague of 
plagues, 

The ſeveral and particular judgments and evils that fell up- 
op Pharach, they were called Plagues, they were all plagues; 
but now the Pefttilence carries the name of che Plague, as if 
char of all other diſeaſes were the plague of plagues, 

It i8,firlt of all, a moſt dreadful and terrible dileaſe : it 18 
here called in this Pſalm, the rerrour by night, 5. verſe, T how 
ſhalt not be afraid by the terrony by 11ght + terrour by night, 
why ? the night it ſelf isa time of fear and terrour : dark- 
neſs brings fezr; but the Plague is the Night of nighis,and the 
King of Terrcurs, How do men quake.and tremble, and fl y 
away at the noiſe of this? the report of this? When God ap+ 
peared in his greatneſs, majeſty and glory,gave a terrible ap- 
pearance of himſelf, *cis ſaid in the third of Habakksk , that 
the Peſtilence went before him, in the 3d. verſe, God came: 
from Teman, and the Holy One from mount Paran, Selah, 
Hu glory covered the heavens, and the earth was full of bis 
praiſe, ard bis brightneſs was as the light, He had horns 
coming ont of bis hand, and there was the hiding of his power, 
In the 5. verſe , Before hims went the peſtilence, and burning 
coals went forth at his feet, Before him wen the Peſtilence, 
as his Officer and Executioner, When the Lord doth ſer forth 
his cerrible appearance, thus he ſets it forth, The peſtilence 
went before h19zy, Without all doubr,it is that diſeaſe that is 
moſt dreadful and terrible. And 2ly, a8 'tis the moſt dread» 
ful and terrible diſeaſe, ſo it is the moſt painful diſeaſe, The 
more ſuddenly any man is taken away in his firepgth, the 
more painful is his diſeaſe he dies of : a man that is ſpene , 
with ſickneſs, he is eaſily blown our ; but when a man in his 
full firength ſhall ſuddenly dye, it coſts him a great deal of 
paio, Thus it is, when che Plague takes one away in his full 
frepgth in a little cimetherefore it 33 a very painful —_ 
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and as ir is a very painful diſeaſe, ſo 'tis an uncomfortable 
diſcaſe * then all friends leave us, then a man or woman fir 
and1ye allalone, and is a firanger to the breath of his own 
relations, If a man be fick of a feaver, 'cis ſome comfort that 
he can take a bed-ſtaff and knock, and his ſervant comes up 
and helps him wich a cordial. Bur if a man be fick of the 
Plague, then he firs and lyes all alone ;'ris the moſt. uncom- 
fortable dilcaſe : and as ir is that diſeaſe that is moſt uncom- 
fortable, (o 'cis chat diſeaſe tharis molt mortal, and therefore 
of all other Ciſeaſes *cis called Death, Inthefixth of the Re- 
velatior, we read of the ſword ard famine, in the former pare 
of the Chapter : but in the 8th, verſe, Ard T looked, and be- 
h:ld a pale horſe ; and his name that ſate on him was Death, 
The ſword is ſpoken of plainly before in the gth. verle, Ard 
there went cut avather horſe, that was red : ard power was 
given to him that ſat thereon, to take peace from the earth, 
and that they ſhould kill one another : and there was 'grven na- 
to him a great ſword ; there's the Sword : then at the 6th, 
verſe there's a Famine, [ heard a woice in the midft of the four 
beaſts ſay, A meaſnre of wheat for a penny,and thret meaſures 
of barley for a penny : Now at the Sth, verſe comes on the 
Peſtilence, and that is called Death ; norrhe ſword, or fa- 
mine, but the Plague is that which bath the name of Death ; 
becauſe of all other diſeaſes it is the moſt mortal; and as 
it is the moſt mortal diſeaſe, ſo *tis the moſt unavordable diſ- 
eaſe. It may be avoided through the goodneſs of God ; bur 
I ſpeak comparatively, of all diſeaſes tis the moſt unavoida- 
ble, ' And *cis the diſeaſe chat is the moſt emptying diſeaſe ; 
it empties houſes, and it erhpties rowns, and empties cities, 
God threatens to empty a Nation a$ a man empties a diſh, 
and wipes it,and turns it upſide down, So ro 2 family ir is the 
moſt emptying diſeaſe of all other, But I will nor Ray here ; 
ris too manifeſt, that this evil, miſery and davger'ofa Plague 
is exceeding ereat;” | A 
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But yet in the ſecond place, there are a generation yvhom 
God willprote& and deliver in the day of a Plague. lt was al- 
wayes ſo in the molt deſolating judgements: when the Floud 
came Was Noah and his houſe Ipared; and. when Sc41m was 
deſtroyed, there was Lot and his houle preſzrved and deli» 
vered, Inche 6th, Chapter of /ſaiah, ye read of a Deliola- 
lation that looks like a Plague, Then ſaid I, Lord, How long ? 
And he anſwered (at the 11th verſe) writil bus cities be wajl- 
ed and without inhabitants, and the houſes be without mar, 
and the land be utterly deſolate, ard the Lord have remved 
men far away : Yet, (ayes he, atthe 13 verſe, 7 here ſhall te 
a tenth, and it ſhall return, ard ſhall be eaten as 4 teyle tree , 
and as an oak whoſe ſubſtance ts 1n them, &c. yet there is 
oeneration whom the Lo:d will preſerve and deliver in ſuch 
a general deſolation as this, But who are theſe ? this Pialm 
tells us, they are ſuch as do truſt in the Lord ; thoſe that trult 
inthe Lord in the time of a Plague, 

But why is there ſuch a promiſe. of p:oteRtion entailed up= 
on thoſe that cruſt inthe Lord in the time of a Plague ? why, 
firſt of all, God will be all chat to us which we make him, and 
build upon him for : as io the 31 Pialm2, & 3. v, Be chou 
my rock, for thou art my rock; be thou my defence, for thou 
art my fortreſs: in the litter end of the 2d. verſe, Be thou my3 
ſtrong rock, for an houſe of defence to ſave me, for this art 
my rock, and my fortreſs, Lord,be that unto me,which I build 
upon thee for. Thou art my rock, therefore bs my rock: this 
is his argument, Now by Faith and truſting inthe Lord, we 
do make God our proteRor,and therefore he will be a prote» 
Ror to thoſe thar truſt unto him in time of a Plague, 

21y. Thoſe that honour providence, ſhall be kept by provi- 
dence. Jacob, what 2 wonderfull great eſtate he attained un- 
to ? he preſented Eſar with a preſent fic for a King to give; 
how came he by this great eſtate ? there was 2 controverlie 
betwixt Laban and him, and he puts the buſineſs upon pro- 

GB. 33 videnceg 
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vidence; and providence made him rich ; thoſe that hanour 
providence, ſhall be kept by providence, Faith and cruſting 
'1nGod in the time of a Plague, honours providence ; there- 
fore they thateruſt in God in (ach a day,(hall be kept, 

zly. Thereby God is ingaged to helpand deliver, Ip the 

37. Pſalm, laft verſe, The Lord (hall help thewt and deliver 
them, he ſhall ſave them becauſe they tru#t in h1me ; becauſe 
they truſt in him, God is engaged to help and deliver,if men 
cruliin him, SS in Iſaiah 26, v. 3, T bou wilt keep him in 
perfelt peace, whoſe mind it flayedon thee, becanſe be truſt ith 
2 thee, Our very traſting in the Lord for deliverance, and 
proteQion, doth envage God to deliver and proteRt, 

4'y. When did God doever any great thing, but it waz 
put upon Faith, * Ye read of great Viſtories In the time of 
rhe old Teſtament,and theſe were put upon Faith: ye read vi 
2ceat cures inthe time of the new Teftament,and thoſe were 
put upon Faith, When did God do any great thing but it was 
put upon Faith ? Now to be preſerved and p:orected in the 
cime of a Plague, when thouſands fall on the right hand and 
on our left, "tis a great matter, next upto 2 miracle,therefo:e 
ir muſt be pur upon Faith, 

Azain, God will honour thoſe perſons, and theſe graces 
mo, that honour him moR : of all graces Faith honours God 
moſt, therefore God will honour that moſt ; no wonder then 
=_ this p:oreion is pur upon Faith and truſting i the 
Lord, 

One thing more. There lyes a bleſſing tr courſe for all 
choſe that put themſelves under the wing of the Lord incruſt- 
ns him, In the ſecond of Ruth, ver.12. ſayes Boaz to Rath, 
T he Lord recompence thy work, and a full reward be given 
:hee of the Lord God of Iſracl, under whoſe wings thou art 
--e to truſt ; under whoſe wigs thou haſt put thy ſelf.”Tis 
Faich, and Faith only thac put$ſus under the wings of God, 
"Plat, 57. at the firſt verſe, Br meryriful unto ma, O God, be 
were'fu! 
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merciful unto me, for my ſoul truſteth in thee, yea, u the Jia 
dow of thy wings will [ make my refuge, wntil theſe calaritie: 
be, over-paſ# : it is Faith thatdoth pur a man under the wipg 
of God. Inthe 36, P[al. and 7, verſ, How excellent 15 thy 
loving kindneſs, O God, therefore the children of men put the:r 
truſt nnder the ſhadow of thy wing, Faith of all other graces 
purs a man under the ſhadow of Gods wing, and there lies 
a bleifing in courſe ( I ſay ) for all thoſe thac put themſelves 
under Gods wipg ; therefore no wonder that this greac pro- 
miſe of proteQticn and deliverance in the time of a Plague 
13 enrailed upon truſting in God, 

We'll, but chen chirdly, what Faith is this, what Truſt is 1: 
char God hath promiſed proceAton and deliverance to in the 
time of 2 Plague ; what a&t of Faickis it ? what Faith is ir 7 
[ anſwer, Firtt, there is a faith of perſwafion, called Faith, 
whereby men are perſwaded and verily believe that they 
hall nor dye nor tall by the hand of the Plague. This is well ; 
[ do got find inthe 9g 1. Pſalms, that this proteRtion is entai!- 
ed upon this perſwaſicn, neither do I find this faich here 
mentioned, 

21y. There i$ a Faith of Relyance, whereby a man det!: 
rely upon God for ſalvation; this is a juſtifying faith, true 
juſtifying faich ; this is true Faith indeed ; bur I do nor find 
iD this Pſalm, that this promiſe of proreRion and delive- 
rance in the time of a Plague is cotailed upon this, nor that 
this is here mentioned, 

But again 3ly. There is a Faith, I may call ic a faith of re- 
courſe unto God, whereby a man doth berake himſelf unro 
God for ſhelter, for proteRton, 25 to his habiration ; whey 
other men do run, one this way, another that way to thei; 
hiding places, ip the time of a Plague;for a man then to be- 
rake himſelf to God as to his habication, I chink this is the 
Faith that is here ſpoken of in this gr, Pſalm; for do bur 
mark the words of the Pſalm - at the firſt verſe, He that 
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dwelleth in the ſecret place of the moſk High, 1n the hiding: 


place of the molt High ;-a if he ſhould ſay, when others run 
from the Plague and peRtilence,and run to thei: hiding places, 
he that dwelleth in the ſecret place of the moſ® High, that 
bztakes himſelf ro God as his hiding place and his habication, 
h2 hall abide under the ſhadow of the Almighty , ſhall be 
proteRted, and (© at the g:h, verſe , Becauſe thon haſt made 
the Lord which is my refnge, even the miſt High, thy habita- 
tation, there ſhall no evil befall thee, neither ſhall any plague 
come nigh thy dwelling ; as if he ſhould ſay tous, in time of 
a Plzgue men are running and looking out for habitations and 
hiding places ; but becauſe thou haſt made the Lord thy ha- 
bication, and haſt recourſe to him as thy habitation, 9 evi/ 
ſhall befall ther, neither ſhall the plague come nigh thy dwel- 
ding : and again at the 11, verſe, *t1s (aid, He ſhall give his 
Angels charge over thee, to keep thee tn all thy wayes, the 
wayes of thy calling ; as if he ſhould ſay, in the time of a 
Plague men will be very apt toleave (tation and calling, 
and ſo ran away from the Plague and peſtilence : ( fairh 
he) he ſhall give his angels charge cver thee, to keep thee 1s 
all thy wayes, the wayes of thy calling and place; that is, look 
whena man in the time of a Plague (hall conſcientiouſly keep 
his ſtation and p\ace, and berake himſelf ro God as his habi- 
ration, this is the Faith that is here ſpoken of, and this 18 the 
Faith that God hath promiſed proteRion to, here 1n this 
91.Pſalm, 

Buryou will ſay then, is it not lawful to fly in the time of 
Perſecution ? yes, without all doubt it 18, ſo you carry God 
along with you for your habitation, ſo you make God your ha- 
biration ſtill, a man may lawfully ſeek the preſervation of bis 
life and the life of his family, | 

But ſtay ; the Plague is called the hand of God ; and can a 
man fe fron the hand of God ; mark a little for anſwer :The 


hand of God is either mediate or immediate ; ſuppoſe that 
the 
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the Plague or peliilence were theimmediate hand of Gee, 
and nothipg ot nature or infeRicn in it : yet tis layfullto 
fly , "tis lawfull ro go out of that place where the immediate 
band of God reſts, Inthe 16th of Numbers there was an 
immediate hand of God upon Kirah; Dathan and eg Abyram, 
for the earth opened her mouth and ſwallowed them up;here 
was an immediate hand of God : yet the Lord ſpeaks unto 
Moſes and unto Aaron,ſaying,in the 21, verſe, Separate your 
ſelves from amongſt this congregation, that I may conſume 
them in a moment ; and at the 24, verſe , Speak unts this 
| congregation, ſaying, get ye up from about the taberyacle of 
Korah, Dathan and Abiram ; which was the imthediate 
hand of God, and yet notwithſtanding they were to go from 
amovg them that the hand of God fell upon, though 'twere 
an immediate hnd. Ard in the following part of the Cha- 
prer the ſame expreſſion is uſed for the Plague: inthe 44. v. 
They murmured, ard the Loyd rock, them with the Plague, 
Well, the Lord ſpake unto Moſes, ſaying, inthe 45. verſe, 
Get you up from amongſt this congregation , that I may con- 
ume them as in: 4 moment : the ſame that 18 ſaid before, is ſaid 
here concerning the Plague.So that I ſay,although the Plague 
were the immediate hand of God, and there were nothing of 
pature or infe&ion in it, yet it were lawfull to fly, 

But ſecondly,the Plague or Pefiilznce is nor {o the hand of ; 
God, a$ if there were no infeCticn in it; for if there were no | 
infe&ion in it , if there were not ſomthing of rature in it , 
| it could not be cured by remedies, nothing would do good ; 
| therefore it is not ſo the hand of God, as if there were nc- 
thing of infe&ion in it ; bur 'tis called the hand of God be- 
caute Gods providence hath a ſpec ial hand in the ſending and 

orderivg of it, So rlow3the Famine may be called Gods hand : 
| God ſends it , [ will call for a famine pom the lard , ſayes 
Ged ; a Famine is of Gods ſerding, and therefore may I onc 
Aly from a Famine? Abraham, when there was a Famine M 
the 
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the land went down to eAtimeleck + Iſaac, wren there wa? 
a famine 10 the land went down: and Jacob when there was 
2 fzmine in the land went down to Egypr. And is it lawful 
to fly in the time of Famine, and 15 it not lawful to fly ia 
the time of a Plague 2 Cercainly the one as well as the 
CLNeT, : 

Bur then you will ſay, if the Lord hath promiſed prote- 
Jon 2nd deliverance to thoſe that cruſt in him in the time 
of a Plague, whether 1s it poſſible for a believer todye by a 
Plague, ſecing the whole Pſalm is made ts thoſe ; and Pro- 
miſe ſuch proreRionto thoſe that truſt in the Lord, whether 
may a believer dye of the Plague ? withour all doubt he may. 
Seventy thouſand dyed in David's time ; do youthink there 
was not a good man among them ? "cis recorded of ſeveral 
99"d men, that they dyed ofthe Plague ;but you know what's 
ſaid, Al! things fall alke to good and bad, [fa good man 
may not dye of the Plague, hoy can all chings fall alike to 
gcod and bad ? 

But how then is che promiſe fulfilled, if that a believer may 
dye by the hand of a Plague ? yes, very well : for poſſibly a 
believer may be out of his way as good}FeSah was, and dyed, 
though God promiſed him that he ſhould dye in peace, No 
diſparagement tothe promiſe, for he was out of his way, and 
this promiſe of prote&ion in the time of a Plague is made to 
choſe believers that are in Gods way : He will give bis An- 
gels charge over thee, to keep thee 1# all bus wayes ; therefore 
if a believer be our of Gods way and dye, cis no diſparage- 
r1ent to this promiſe, ; 

Burt 2ly, You muſt know that this' promiſe of proteRion 
and deliverance is not made to believer as a believer,but as 
2&ing and exerciſing Faith ; for though a man be a believer 
if he do not a and exerciſe his faith, chis promiſe will nor 
rexchhim ; therefore if a believer dye not exerciſing faich 
12d truſting in God, no diſparagement to the promiſe. 

- | Thirdly, 
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Thi:diy, you multi know that this promile 18 made to 2 
deliever barely exercihng and aRtipg faith; but ſuch an a5 
of faith,and ſuch an act of troſtas you have heard of : there- 
fore,though a believer dye;and dys exetcifing ſome faith,ye: 
this promiſe 15 ſuliilled ; for it is made to ſuchan 2 of fair: 
as you have heard of, 

But then again 4ly.you mult know this promiſe 15 nor mad: 
co 2 believer abſolutely, but in oppolition to the wicked 
therefore *ci$ (aid, the Lord having promiſed this to a belie- 
ver, that no evil 041d befal bim, though a thouſand ſhould fall 
at h# ſide, and ter thiuſand at bis right hand ; act the 8, verie 
'tis ſaid ( (0 Mortar, rather then only but ) with thine eyes 
ſhalt thou behold, and ſer tht reward of the withed : as if be 
ſhould ſay, though this or that particular believer dye of the 
Plague ; Bzlievers ſhall out-live che wicked,and be laſt upon 
the ground,and they ſhall ſee the reward of the wicked;they 
ſhall ſee this judgment (weep away the ungodly. 

But again further, if I ſhould incerpret this as 4Huft;n doth 
in che firſt of Jeb» concerning Chriſt ; where 'cis ſaid, be en- 
— every one that come 1nta the world, chat is ( ſayes Au- 
tne ) all that are enlighcened are enlightened by him, As you 
ſay of a School-malter in a Town, this Schoel-maſter teaches 
all che boys 1n the Town; not that he teaches every particular 
boy in the Town, bur that all that are taught, are taugtit by 
him. So ſays he, Chriſt enlightens every one that comes in- 
to the world,that 18,all chat are enlightened,are enlighrened 
by him. So here the Lord doth promiſe proreCtion and celi- 
verance to all choſe that do believe in the time of 2 Plague, 
chat is, all that have proteRion and deliverance { in the time 
of the Plague) have it from him, 

But to end this, I dothink that this 91. Pſalm doth jrold 


forth a promiſe of ſpecial proceRion inthe time of a Pl2eue, 


for believers ; the ſcope of ic is not,that every particular be» 
liever thall not dye ; but che d;ift and ſcope of the P/a/ris, 
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to hold forth « ſpeciality of proteftion for believers in the time 
of a Plague. For as the time of a Plague is a time of ſpecial 
danger; ſo God hath given out a ſpecial promiſe, and there 
ſhall be a ſpectaliy of p:oteEtion ſor his people in the time 
of this danger; and that is the meaning of this place. 

Well, but how, and by what means w:ll God prote& and 
deliver thoſe that trult in him n the time of a Plague ? 

For that I ſhall ſay only thus much, He will doir bythe 
miniſtration of Angels, ſpecially by the miniſtration of An- 
oels: when Angels go forth todeſtroy, then Angels muft go 
forth to deliver, ſeal, and ſecure; a$ in the 7ch, of the Re- 
velation, and firlt'verſe,- After theſe things [ ſaw foure an- 
gels ſtanding at the" four corners of the earth, holding the 
four winds of the earth, that the wind ſhould not blow on the 
earth, nor 61: the ſea, nor on any tree, And I ſaw another an- 
gel aſcending from the eaſt, having the ſeal of the Irving 
God; and he cryed with a loud woice to the foure angels to 
whom it was given to hurt the earth, and the ſea, Tojing, 
hurt not, &c, When Apgels go forth toburt, ther Angels 
muſt go forth to ſeal, apd"ſave, and prote&. Now inthe time 
of a Plague, Angels go forth to deſtroy; therefore, faith the 
Lord here, / will give my angels charge over thee, to keep thee 
in all thy wayes, they ſhall bear thee wpin their hands, leaft 
thog daſh thy feot againſt: the ſtove, Have 1 giver my Angels 
commiſſion to deſtroy? I have given my angels charge over 
thee to keep thee in all thy wayes. Thus now men (hall be 
preſerved and delivered in thetime of a Plague, by the mi- 
piſtry of Angels. And ſo you have the words opened, 

Now to brivg things home to our ſelves by way of applica- 
tion, Here we may ſee whar is our work, our great wotk in 
this day, The day we are fallen intoisa dark day, a day of 
the Plague and the Peſtilence : 'tis good for us to” Inquire 
what our Works is, *cis good at all times, but now eſpecially to 
inquire what our work is, Oh, what is my work this - 4 

ow 
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Now the york of. this day, our work is co cruſt in the Lord ; 
this is the work that proteRtion and deliverance in the time 
of a Placue is entaifed upon. Who is there that does nor de- 
fire tobe proteRted and delivered from this Plague 2Oh,that 
Jand ty family -may be preferved!behold here your Antidote 
ro keep you from the Plague ; Truft im the Lord, as ever you 
and yaur family maybe proteited now in this evil *y. Trait 
1 the Loyd, and call upon yours to truſt cx the Lord ! 

Buc- what ſhell we do that we may cruſt in the Lord in 
this day of - the Plague I'Ficſt of all, you muſt repent of your 
own" fing, - and 'be ſorrowful for the' ftos' of. orhers, and of 
che-rimes whereig you live, When the Phgue clin: in Dx- 
vid'scime, you know whit David did,” he repen:ed, Lord 
( ſays'he ) 1 have done fooliſhly ; _ as for theſe ſhuts what have 
they-done 7 *Fis | Lords "try I, Soletevery one do; this God 
expeQsIin tlie'time of $a petas 4 Cnapcer 6f Amor, 
fays'the Lord there irythe to. verſe, 7 have [ent among ou 
bhe prfbilince after tht manner of Exypt + Jour jowig men 
have 1 mo with rhe ſword; aud 'oavr tak th away your Berſer, 
and [ made the ſtink, of your camp td com #p unto your 
noſtrils ; yet have ye not returned wits me,. ſaith'the Lord, 
When God fends the- peſtifence,”thetthe expeRs chac men 


. and women ſhould reriimunto him!” tepenc and'return unco 


him, in che grh. of Ezrkiet; thoſe"rbat fizhand-mourn for 
the 4bominarions,. rhey are matked, when. men 'go into the 
City with their deſtroying weipons. Th6ſe that gh and 
mourn for the evil. of che times, they are-che marked meg. 
They ate not marked for defiodihnce hate abltaia from fig; 
x ft may be; gives to-Uriiſſetineſs, and May ,leave, his 
drimkengefe, bur that (will od&brivg bim wnder che chack:: 
Men ze yor brought tmder tHe thick for deliverance, that do 
feperit-of their own fit ; bur'the mark is ſer upon thoſe that 


' 4 moutn for other m fins : but low. T pur bk rogerher; 


If" you traſt in rht Lotd"in this _ day, Tn the time of a 


Plague, 
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Plague, repevc for your own fins, -and mourp for the fins of 
others, For how can I truſt in che Lord for preteRion, if I 
do not repent of my fins ? if I live in any (in, and do not 
turn from all my evil ways, how can I cruſt in the Lord ? 1 
cannot do ic ; cherefore. repent and be {orrowful for your own 
ſins, and for the fins of others, . | 

Secondly, Get aflurance of your intereſt in Chriſt : Chriſt 
1s our great High Prieſt chat makes che atonement, as (Aron 
did in the time of a Plague; it is by the miniſtry of Angels 
eſpecially chat we are kepr in che time of a Plague, Now lays 
our Saviour Chriſt to Natharniel, becauſe 1 ſaw thee wnder the 
fig-tree,believeſt then 2 thou. ſhalt ſee greater things than theſe, 
eArd he ſaith nnto bins, verily, verily I ſay unto you, here= 
after ye ſhall ſetheaven opened, and the angels of God aſcend- 
ng and deſcending upon the ſon of may, The Angels aſcend 
and deſcend upon ChriR, all chg miniſtry of Angels is upon 
Chriſts account, and you. are preſerved and proteRed in the 
time of a plague by the miniraricn of Angels : what then? 
getan Tocereft in Chriſt, and- if you doubt of your intereſ}, 
vet aſſurance, do not let tharlip now ; now get an inrere(t 
in Chriſt, now get afſurance.” . | 

Thirdly, Go to God to make good this promiſe ; in this 
91, Pfalm,.if'you do but mind ir, the Lord doth not onely 
promiſe proteRion and deliverance from the Plague to thoſe 
that rruſt in him, bur be promiſes grace co truſt in bim-3 he 
promiſes prote&ion updn condition chat you truſt in bim,and 
he promifes you grace alſo to-cruſt in him z ( ſaich be) ar the 
Sth, verſe, Art thou afraid, and canſt not truſt in me !. Thos 
ſhalt not be afraid for the terror by night, nor forthe arrow 
That flyeth by day; at thie 4th. verſe, He ſhall cover thee with 
bis feathers, ol under bis wings: ſhalt thou truft ; Thea ſhalt 
»et be afraid, 8&c, thou ſhalt be ſecure, and I will keep thee 
from fear. The Lord that hath promiſed proteRion in the 
rime of a Plague, hach alſo promiſed freedom from fear, and 
Srace 
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orice to truſt in him ; therefore go to God for this grace, go 
to him to make good this promiſe, 

Then again fourthly,conſider what motives ye have to truſt 
in God in the time of a plague ; you will ſay,what arguments 
or motives have we in the conſideration whereof we may be 
moved co truft in God in the time of a plague ? there are ma- 
ny ; give me leave a little, that we may help one anothers 
faich in this needtul day. 

Firſt of all, though the deſtroyer be abroad, yet there is a 
man with his pen and ink-horn by his fide alſo abroad, and 
chat manis your friend, "tis Chriſt : as you read in the 9th 
of Ezekiel, there goes a man our with a pen and ink-horn by 
his ſide, to mark thoſe that ſigh, and mourn, and cry'for the 
abominations that are done. Now \to this man Chriſt is a 
friedd,and therefore why ſhould not you believe ?wyby ſhould 
you not truſt in the Lord > | 

But 2ly, If yo 1 Lord do know thoſe that do truſt in 
him in the time of a plazue, whyſhould yournot truſt iv him? 
In the firſt Chapter of Nebum you find very great exprefſions 
of Gods anger and indignation; 'ris ſaid (at the 2.verſe) God 
i jealous, and the Lord revengeth, the Lord revengeth and is 

furious ; the Lord will take vengeance on his adverſaries, and 
he reſerveth wrath for bis enemnes, 8c. Arthe gthverſe, The 
mountains quake at bim, andthe bills melt, and the earth i 
burnt at hs; preſence, yea, the world and all that dwell thereis ; 
who can ftavd before bis indignation 7* and who can abide in 

the fierceneſs of his anger ? bF fury ir poured out like fire, and 
the rocks are thrown down by him: What then ? (in the 9th 
verſe,) The Loyd ts good, a ſtrong hold in the day of trouble 

41d be krowtth them that truſt in him, The Lord when te is 
abgry, doth diftinguith berwixt choſe that truſt inhim , and 
thoſe thar do nor truſt in him, 1f a man be angry and in fury, 
te ſtrikes ary that cemes$in his way, he does not know his 
friepds from his enemies; but the Lord knows them _ 
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truſt in him, though he be angry, and in fury, and in in» 
dignation,yet be knows them that truſt in himzand cherefore 
why fhould ye pot truſt inthe Lord in che day of a Plague, 
3ly.If that Plague and Peſiilence do make room for Gods 

people, why ſhould ye not cruſt in the Lord in the time of a 
Plague ? what (think you) (ſhould be the meaning of thac 
' which we read i the .3d of Habakkak? Before him went 
the Piſtilence, and burning coals went forth at his feet, When 
was this ? it was When God led his people into Canaan: God 
came from Tewnan, and the Holy Ore from mount Paran, (Ste 
lah.) Hw glory covered the heavens, and the earth was full 
of bus at - ; befere him went the peſtile:.ce, and burning 
coals went forth at bus feet, He ſent; the peſtilerce among 
the Canaamtes, and the Hittites, and the Pereſites, to con» 
ſume chem and make way for his people, God can ſend a Pe- 
ſilence into a Ciry,to make room for his people, and to take 
off perſecution, You ſee you have Scripture for ic, before him 
went the peſtilenee : now I ſay, it Gol b a Peſiilence can, 
and doth, and will make room Ay qual 4 why ſhould not 
ye,who are the people of Godztruſtin che Lord in the day of 
2 Plague ? | 

41ly.If there be mercy wich che Lord inthe cime of a plague, 
if God be ready to be increared,& to receive atonement, and 
co ſhew mercy unto his people; why then ſhould not you truſt 
in the Lord in che time of a'Plague ? Now. I pray look upon 
the tory of David's time, and you may ſee how ready God 
Was to | mercy in the dy of a Plague. Furſt of all, upon 
that ground God told David where the Temple thould be 
builr,which be never cold him before : but 21y. look into the. 
ſtory, and you (hall ſee what abatement there is ; how God 
threatned,& abaces. There was chreatned ſeven years famine, 
and obſerve two abatements;firſt Chrov,21,12.God cune to 
David,and ſaid,thus faich che Lord,chuſe thee either 3,years 


famine, bo the 2 Samnel 24, "tis 7. years famine; in the 1 Joy: 


_—yY P 


1n the time of Plague or Peſtilence, 21 
God came to David 4nd told bim, and ſaid unto um, (hall ſeven 


Jears of famine come wito thee in thy land, or wilt thou flee 

three moneths before thine enennes : (even years of famine, 
ſayes one place ; three years of famine (ayes the other: why ? 

becauſe Godabates, Well,bur there is a great abacemenc if you 
look upon the buſineſs ofthePlague. The Lord gave David ns 

choice ; Sha# ſever years of famine come unto thee m thy land, 
or wilt thou fly three mnths before thine enennes, or that there 
be three days peſtilence m thy land ? well, at the 15th verie, 
2 Sam.24.15, So the Lord ſent a peſtilence upon {rael, from 
the morning even to the time appointed : the time Appointed, 
how long was that ? what, three dayes ? no, there was abate- 
ment ; how doth that appear ? Ss the Lord ſent a peſiilence 
upon 1ſrael, from the morning even to the time appointed ; even 
tothe Evening Sacrifice, for ſo it fignifies : but how do you 
prove that ir did pot laſt three dayes?by twd reaſons, ſays Pe- 
ger Martyr ; one, becauſe "cis ſaid, T be Loyd repented bims of 
the evil; wd another,becauſe (ſays he)at the 16,verſe, hen 
the angel iratched out his hand upon Jeruſalem to deſtroy ity 
the Lord repented biw : why if the three days had been at an 
end,the Angel would not have ſtretched our his hand co have 
deſtroyed Feruſalem : therefore the Angel Rill putring forth 
his hand to deſtroy, (hews that the three days were nor at 
an end ; ſo that there was anabatement, [I ſpeak it to ſhew 


Gods readineſs to abate, and roſhew mercy in the time of 2 


Plague, 

Thirdly, You may obſerve here in this Rory,that when the 
Plague came toFeruſalem,which was the moſt populous place, 
there ic Rayed,at the 16,verſe, And when the Angel ftretched 
out bis band over Jeruſalem to deſtroy it, the Lord repented 
him of the evil; when it came to the mo populous place, 
where *crvas moſt likely to be infeRive, there ir Rayed ;ſee 
the readineſs of God to ſhew Mercy. 

But 4ly, you may obſerve, if yeu look into this Rory, ay 

the 
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the Lord repented him, and gave command for the (laying of 
thePeſtilence before David repented. 1 confeſs there is ſoime- 
what of his repentance before.Bur afterwards David ſaid une 
t0 God (1 Chron, 21,17,) # it not I that have c mmanded 
the people to be numbred ; even I, it is I that have ſinned and 
done evil indeed ; let thine hand I pray thee,O Lord,my God, 
be on rae and.on my fathers houſe, but not on this people that 
they ſhould be plagued, David lift up his eyer, (inthe 16, v.) 
and ſaw the Angel of the Lord flard between the earth and 
the heaven, having a draws ſword in his hand ſtretched out 
over againſt Jeruſalem ; and then follows the ſpeech of Das 
v1, Bur if you look before, you (hall find the Lord made an 
abatement before this ſpeech of his,before chis humiliation of 
his ; the Lord ſhewed mercy and gave him his choice before, 
in the 2 Sam. 24. 16, And when the Angel ſtretched out bis 
hazd apon Jeruſalem to deftroy it, the Lord repented him of 
the evil, and ſaid to the Angel that deſtroyed the people, it ut 
exongh, ftay now thine hand ; and the Angel of the Lord was 
by the threſhing floor of Araunath the Jebuſice, Ard David 
ſpake unto the Lord, when he ſaw the Angel that ſante the pee= 
ple, ard ſaid, lo, I bave ſaid, and 1 have done wickedly ; but 
theſe ſheep, what bnve they done ? let thine hand, I pray thee, 
be againſt me, and againſt my fathers houſe,. ut the 17. verſe ; 
but the Lord repenred him, at the 16. verſe ; as if the Lord 
did prevent David's repentance with his loving kindneſs; 
before his full repentance came out, the Lord gave commiſ= 
fion ro-ſay the Plague : look well upon this ſtory, and you 
may ſee how ready the Lord is co ſhew mercy, and tobe in- 
created by his'people in the time of a Plague. _ : 
Bat gly. If this promiſe in-the 91. Pſalm, which is nothing 
elſe bur a promiſe in the time of a Plague, 1f this promiſe. 
be full, and certain, and ſolid, as it may obviate all our fears 
and obje&ions ; why then ſhould we not cruſt in che Lord in 
tbe'time of a Plague ? Now,do but mark the P/«/m, ay 
a 
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hall ſee che words are ſo laid, as may obviate all your fears 
and objeRions, 

Will you ſay che deſtroying Angels are now abroad, the 
arrows of the Almighty are now abour us, (\ays he) He w:/! 
give bis angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways ; 
they ſhall bear thee up in their hands, leaſt thou daſh thy foot 
againſt a flone, Will you ſay, I but hundreds fall on this (ide 
and on the othet ſide,and chouſands may quickly ; then (ſays 
he )yet it ſhall xot come nigh thee : there (hall no evil befall thee, 
neither ſhall any plague come nigh thy dwelling, ver,7,10, 

Will you ſay, O, bur this ſame diſeaſe of the Plague, 'cis 
like a Lion and an Adder, and as « young Lion and Dragon ; 
yer, ſaith he, Thox ſhalt tread upon the lion ard adder, and the 
young lim and the dragon ſhalt chew trample under thy feet, in 
the 13, verſe, 

Will you ſay, O, but ſuppoſe the Plague ſhould come ; all 
my friends would leave me, I ſhall be lefc all alone,and whac 
ſhall. become of me then ? why (ſays he) ac the 15.verſe, He 
fhall call upon me, and I will arſwer him, 1 will be with him in 
trouble, ſpoken in regard of che Plagne ; I am of CAfolerns 
his mind, that the whole Pſalm relates tothe Plague, 

Will you ſay,O,bur I cannot believe this, there is no like- 
lihood char I ſhould eſcape ina general Plague;mark what he 
ſays in che laſt verſe, With long life will 1 ſatisfie him, and 
ſou bim my ſalvation, it fhall be my ſalvation, thou ſhale nor 

ſaved by ſecond cauſes, bur ic ſhall be my ſalvation; and 
inthe 3d verſe, ſaith he, Surely be fhall deliver t hee from the 
ſnare of the fowler, from the noſom peſtilence ; do not doube. 
it, ſurely he ſhalldeliver thee. The words of this Pſalm are ſo 
ſaid as totake off, and to obviate all our objeRions and fears ; 
therefore why ſhould we nor truſt in the Lord in the time of 
aPlague ? | 

Bur you will ſay then, bow ſhall this work of faich and 


truſting in the Lord be carried op ? I hall ſay no more _ 
' ut 
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| buronly two or three things from chis Pſalm, It muſt be car-- 
ried on With love to God,knowledge of his namezand prayer.. 
In the 14. verſe, becanſe he hath ſer his Ive wpon me, there- 
fore will [ delrver hims, As you muſt believe and truſt in God, 
ſo you mult ſer your love on Go1 ; abd ſays he, / will ſet bin 
on high ,becanſe he hath known my name, He ſhdll call upon me, 
and [ will anſwer him : Here are three things 3 Love to God, 
knowledge of his rame; and prayer.; your faith and cruſt in 
ſuch a day muſt go along with theſe three : Some ſay, they 
do believe and cruſt in God, but they don't ſer their love up- 
on God ; ſome ſay they love him, bur do not know his name, 
thaf whereby God is diſtinguiſhed and worſhipped z ſeme- 
ſay they know Gods name, bur they do not pray. Bur now 
x you would czrry on your faith and cruſt in the Lord as you 
cuzhr to do,. your truſting in the. Lord muſt be cuttied on 
with Love to God, Knowledge of his Name, and Prayer. 
2ly. Go on in your way Chriftians,do not Riaec our of your 
way ; He ſhall grve bis angels charge over thee to keep thee 18 
all thy ways : 1n alt chy ways, the ways of thy calling ; cake. 
heed you be not found our of yeur Way, that the Phague-don't 
find you out of your way, Took that you. do not Rare our of 
'"31y. And ſo tend; go to God gan tell the Lord chat y6 
ly. toend ;. 20 to'(z0d,and tell the Lord that you 
Jo wok in him, and make bam you Habit tion ; He that 
dwelleth in the ſecret place of the moſt High, ſhell abide under 
the ſhadow of the Almighty. . I will ſay of. 0 Lewd (in YT 
Hebrew) I will ſay to the Lord my refuge,my fortreſs, my G 
:u him aL I —_- "Tis not jt ke dey ues , bur 
you muſt go ro God and tell him,thar you docruſt ip hia,that 
you take him your Habicaticn ; ſay, Lord, make thee my 
Habicacion, I truſt in thee, thou art my refuge, and my for-- 
creſs, in thee do I truſt, | 


FINIS, 


- 4 _ ) , 
Tho'g1. Pſalm, verſ. 11, & 12. 
For he | foall give his angels charge over thee, to 
keep thee in all thy ways. | 


They ſhall hear thee up 3n- their handr, leſt thou 
3 thy fort againſt a ſtone. ITE 


Þ** ſhall give bu angels char geover thee, 8c, Having 
treaced. of.-chis P/alzs already, I (hall rot ſpend much 
cime is ewing-jon che coherence of theſe words with the 
former ; you ſee chey are brought in with a for : For by ſhalt 
give bus angels charge over thee ; as giving an account 2nd rea- 
ſon-of chit which yas faid before. Jn the former part of the 
Pſalm, you read of the Saints proteQtion ip, and their delive- 
rance-from che Plagye and pettjlence in the day thereof. Ac 
the 10, verſe; There ſhall xo evil befal thee, neither ſhall ary 
Plagne come mgh thy dwellag,” Why 2 For be ſhall give his 41> 
gels charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways, Kc, So that 
here till you have the promiſe of prote&icn in the time of 
the Plague and peſtilence;che means whereby God will pro- 
re & deliver. The cendicion of this promiſe in theſe words, 
keep thea t# all thy ways. So-charthough he danger of the 
Plague and pefiilence be never ſo great, yet if we be found 
Nog Wi q cog | L_ by Gag be our prote&tion. 
« ſhall give bis angelscharge over thee, c, la which words, 
you may read rhe ſpecial ul fingular care and providence of 
God over his people incechnep Magve ind pefflencars 
be managed by the hands of Angels. God will take ſpecial or- 
der with the angels for che ſafery of his people in the cice of 


Qu 


under our conſideration, F 


God hath ſingular care 


and 


(ES f which eat, three things will fall 
clearing of w dn ings 
a 


Sw —__— 


. member of the Church'df God '; He will give 
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and weanys bo _ his -terhns Be heaku's That this care and 
providefice ! Angels c3lyiThar this 
and all this,is ind { (fall Ib o——_ _ -n— out ſpecially in . 
che time of che Plague and peftilence, _. 
As for the firſt, ir i$ (o full and'clear is-the words, that] 
gall need go po lacther, He doth nor fey, ther, God will pro 
or his ; people 7 in the-Serſefall, bur rhere'is a fingular and 
os | care and providence. that God hach for hispeople. For 
if you mind the words : firſt, he ſayes, he will give bis an« 
gels charg| over thee : Obirge; Charge is a firiet command , 
Coma on —_— by when you by ci a ſer- 
yanc do 2 bufineſs Cercatn fully, you lay'a oe 
bim, I charge you that you domrrnegeAnG | hen 
don arely rel{ him whiache 'hould do, bent Rove 
work ; but you charge himvto'do ir, 'So In he Lord unto 
the Angels;my ſervants or children,now theyare in the Plague 
and Peftilence, Omy Angels, I charge you ſtir not front thelc 
houſes, I cherge you ſtir yot ffomn ſuch 2 dncs bed-fide ; - rs 
a chirge, Me ſpall give his aryels 
aly. He doth nor obly, and wil bor only charge his At- 


gel, but his Angels; not onie-Aiipel charged with che ſafety 


of his people, but many Angels, for their better guard and e- 


Cu be ſhall give by, 

fi deed 4: 3” (nr thus; roqhacy 
thee + ; to keep thee: np rs $107 the; and tb keep thee't mor 
ofily* over che'whole Church of God, bac over-every pt ticuftc 


charge over thee, to keep thee : this is kisreqrvellous _ 
pp thes bac befides'thie;h0 _ gene 
1 all vhy "wayes ; Bat in ſore of cy 
thy ayes. As Ariat ok As wn = 
perſons, ſo 'ris univerſal in regard of bur weyes, Be will yi 
bis angels charge oor? ebje, woe thee, a6 if ſoctie, 
a thy wiiyes, 


"Bur 
ſe] 


1 threine'of Plague and pefilence; 3 
©- But isthis af 7 no, they ſhatl drar-ober up 1m ther bands ; 
a5 every ſervant defixes ant lovesro rake up the young heir,or 
the young traſter into higarmes ; ſorhe Angels, It 13 a great 
macter,that the Lord promiſech copitch his tents, and tbe 4»- 
feb rhe Lord ſhall pitch their texts round about thews that 
| 


# him - bur here is more, the Angels ſhall nor only pitch 
their rents, berheif guard+; bur their nurſes;ro bac them upiin 
their hands : burwhy © hat thon:daſh not thy foot againſt a 
ſtone : when children begin co'go, they are very apt co fall , 
and ger many a knock; ro ſtumble'at every liccle ſtone + now 
there are many ſtones of tumbling thac are in our way , and 
we are very aptto falland mi({-carry; bur ſuch is che goodneſs 
of Gqd, the providence of God;chegoognelſs of his provi- 
dence,rhat as he hach provided his Angels co be our guard, in 
oppoſition to al our ſoreign enemies ; ſo.be-hath provided his 
Angels tobe on Nurfes, in iov/to all our weakneſſes 
and infirmiries; char we ger'no Jute,” thar we miiſcarry vot in 
the 1eaRt, rhax we daſh wot owr-foot again a flont : Oh how 
cebdet is the Lord of his! in other Scriptures you know che 
Lord isfaid to keep bis people #5 the apple of higeye : whar is 
3 man more render of, chan the y_ his eye ? and when 
doth theLotd keep hig people is the apple of his eye,bur when 
they at "toiveRt, and inthe worſticondirion: # Johe: 32. of 
Denrironowy, vel, 10" He found hugo a deſerctand, wnd ©n 
the waſt bowling wilderneſr + be 1:4 firs aboug ) be inſtrultrd 
bim, he kept him as the apple of hirvye, When they came. our 
of Egypt, and when they were in the howling wilderneſle, 
the Lord did keep hispeople then az the applevf bis eye:and 
if you ook into'the 2d, of Zachary, you'(ull find he did che 
ſatne when they, came our of Babylon, 'Zach,2.verſ,6, Hoghe, 
Some forth off flee from the land of the North, "deliver thy ſelf , 
ob Zion, that dwelleſt 'with the dawphter of Babylon | there 
were ſome that ſtaid fill behind,that were ſo-wedded to their 
houſes there, that they would nor fa our : Babylen, ſome of 

12 che 
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_ the worſt of them ; concerning theſe he ſays at che Sh verſe, 
After the glory bath he. ſent me to the Nations which ſpoyled 
you; for, hethat teucheth you, towcheth the apple of biz oye : 
finful poor unworthy people , that would ngt go home when 
they might, would not go out of Babylon when they might ; 
yet how tender was the Lord of chem ? But I ſay,I (hall need 
go no farther thav che Text : che Lord bath faid it,. that He 
will grve bis Angels charge over you, to keep (you in, all your 
wayes, that you daſh not your foot againſt a ſteve, So that 
thus then you ſee the fingular care and providence of God 
oyer his ſervants and children, That's che Fir, 

But theo aly.chis care and providence of his is managed by 
the hands of Angels,the Angels ate the people that are eſpe- 
Clally betruſted with this proteRion of the Saints, Miſtake 
Bot ; not as if the Lord himſelf did = his hands of their 
proteRtion ; though the Angels ſhould be our proceRion, yet 
f God ſhould withdraw his proteRionand preſence,we could 
not be ſatisfied with the proteRionof Angels, Look into the 
33+ of Exodxc,and you ſhall ſee there,how the Lord by {= 
ſes tells rhe people, he would ſend an Angel before them, [ 
will ſend an Angel before thee, and 1. will drive out the Ca- 
"aavite, the Fr and the Hittite, and the Pereziite, the 

Hivite, asd the Jebuſite ;; wato @ land flowing with with and 
bonoy : for Twill et go inp, 4% the muaſt of thee, for then art 
Aa feiff-necked people, IT conſume thee in the way : what 


then ? 4vd when the prople beard theſe eyil tidings they m ourne 


ed, and 10 man did put on bins bit ornaments ; whenthe 

heard theſe evilcidings ; what was this evil cidings,that their 
enemies ſhould all be driven out before them, and that God 
would honour them: wich an Angel to go before them ? yes, 
they called this evil ridings, becauſe they.had not che Lord 
himſelf co go before them. So that the bare preſence of An= 
gels without the Lord himſelf, could not (atisfie a gracious 


toul:Rill cherefore God himſelf1s our great proteRour pt and 
| re= 
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in the time of Plague and Peſtilince, ; 
therefore the angels are ſaid co be ſent forth ; are they nor 
all miniſtripg ſpicics ſent forth ? and who is it that doth ſend 
them forth ? he whoſe they are : whole ace they ? they are 
called inthe firſt of the Hebrew, the angels of Ged ; and the 
Tex: ſays they ace his angels, His: Indeed in the 18th, of 
Matthew, they are called the SaintsJangels, Take beed that 
ye deſpiſe not one of thoſe little ones, (10, verſ, ) for I ſay unto 
that in beaven thur angels, &c, their angels, and yer 
His angels ; theirs in regard of profit, for they are ſent forth 
for the 200d of the elect ; but His in regard of authority,they 
are his ſervants, his miniſters, So that I ſay (till, though the 
angels have che management. of this proteRion, yer God is 
the proteRour of his people ; but yer I ſay, though God be 
our great proteour,and God doth not quir his hands of chis 
prote&ion ; ye he hath becruſted rhe proteRion of rhe Saints 
very much in the hands of the angels ; andcherefore they are 
called Chersbins : and wherefore are they called Cherubims? 
becauſe they do hide and proteR. Upon his account the King 
of Syrm is called a Cherub, in that place of Ezekzel, becauſe 
of his hiding and proteRing the people thac were under him, 
And the angels have wings, not onely for their (wiftneſs, bur 
for prote&ion ; the wings being for prote&ion, as well as to 
Aly with, So that I ſay, chough God be the greac proteKour 
of his people, yet that proteRion lyes much on the hands of. 


angels, | 

Bur yhac need God make uſe of angels to proteR his peo= 
ple? he isable todo ic alone ; and is it not for Gods diſho- 
nour to make uſe, of them for the proteion of his people ? 
no, 'tis for the bogour of God :, for the more honourable che 
ſervancs are, the inſtruments are, that a King or Prince, doth 
uſe for the proteKing of his people, the more honourable ts 
that Kingor Prince, Now the angels, they are honourable 
creatures; frequently theyare called Gods:thou haſt made hin 


« little lower than the angels, in the Hebrew "cis # bttle oy 
FAR 
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then the Gods + worſhip him all ye Gods ( in the Hebrew) af 
ye Angels, Well! - bur why are the Angels called into this 
protection, into- this Nurſery, into this Miniſtry ? God hath 
ſeveral creatures that he canuſe to prore& and ſafe-guard his 
people ; why are the Angels in ſpecial manner called into 
rais work of proteRtion of the Saints? | 

* They arethe ficreſt people in the world for this employ 
ment; firreſt ir regerdof chemielves; hireſt in regard of the 
Saints, They are firreſt io regard of themſelves ; for, firſt, 
they are an exceeding [trong and potent people ; who' more 
fit to look to, and care for the concernmentsof the Saines and 
people of God, then thoſe that are irong and potent? *Tis 
{aid of the Angels in the 103. Pſalin, chac they excell im 
Rrength ; Bleſs theLord ye his angels that excell m ſtrength, 
ver\.20, They are called,powers in the Hoſt of God,they are 
the chariotsand the horſe-mevy, in che 68. Pſalm, verſe. 15, 
The charuts of Ged are twenty thouſand, even thouſands of 
angels ; thouſands of Angels : they are che cliariots and 
horſemenin the Hoſt of God :other foor- companies he bath, 
but his Chariots and horſemen , they are the Algels One 
Angel (you know) defiroyed an hundred and fourſtore thou- 
ſand of the Hoſt of Aſſyria ip a night; #$ dne Conſtable will 
ſcare awaytwenty thieves, ſo one good Angel inveſted with 
Gods authority, ts able ro.drive away a thouſandevif Angels, 
Devils ; they are an exceeding ſtrong and potent people. 


2ly. Aythey are an «gr pe». and porent people; 
ſo they are a very knowing and a wiſe caloos 
firto e the affairs and concerns of the Saints, and peo- 
d, and toprocedt ard defend them, as « knowing 
and underianding people 7 ſachare the Angels : thedevils 
indeed, they are called knowing ? bucthe #, goodAn- 
gels,they are called intelligencers:you know whatFoab aid to 
David ; Thos art for wiſdome as a» angel! of God: (ayes our 


Seaview, ne man hmm eth that day and time, non0t the angels 
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wwheaven; wif the Angels in heaven knew every ſecret, and 
were acquainted with every hidden thingthey are an exceed- 
ing knowipg people, vel y prudent, and very wiſe, | 
3ly. As they are an exceeding knowipg and wile people, 
ſo they are alſo exceeding 2Rive and expeditious, quick in 
diſparches ; who more fit co defend and proteR the Satars and 
le of Gcd, than choſe that are active, expedite and quick 
1otheit diſpatches ? ſuch are the Angels, In che firſt of Exc 
kiel ye read, thar every one had four wings ; why 2 becauſe 
of their great aQtivicy and expedition, and the quick diſpacch 
they _ in < ware affairs, wi 
z 38 hey are anaRtive and expedicious people, ſo 
Fi, a a people very faithful both to, God and man; in the 
x03; Plalm, they are ready co do Gods will, and-not only 
ready'to ſulfl Gods will, buc they do it ; Bleſs the Lord all 
ye bus Angels that excel in ſtrength , ( 20, verſe) that do his 
commundinents, hearkning to the woyce of his word, Bleſſe 
y6the Lord all ye bis hofts, ye miniſters of bis that do his plea» 
They are very faithful z and who ſo fic to do this work, 
co attend and lock co the concernments of the Saints,and peo» 
ple of God, asrhole that are faithful. 
ly. As they ace an exceeding faichful people,ſo they are 2 
people thar are very loving to the Saints and children ofGod, 
wery loving ; otherwiſe they were nec fic to be their nurſes : 
har is'a burſe withour love?they are loving to the Sainrs :Do 
& rot (aid the Aogel unco Fobs ) 1 am thy fellow ſervant ; 
don't give divine worſhip co me,l am thy fellow ſervat;fel- 
low ſervantsare loving to one another ; they are fellow ſer- 
wants with the Saints. Are the Saints and people of Cod mem- 
bers of Chrift,and is Chriſt their bead? ſo is Chriſt che Lord 
-of Angels ; he is the Lord of Angels, and they follow him. In 
the fir of Zachary, the 3, verſe 3 1 ſaw by night, and behold 
aman riding upon 4 r1d berſe, and be ſtood among the myrile- 
87 805 that were in the bottom; theſeMyrile-tzeevin the botrom, 
ae 
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are SaintSin alow cendition , And bebo {d 4/141 riding up- 
onared horſe, this is Chrilt ; 4nd he ſtood amomyg the myrele 
trees that werein the bottom ; and behina'him there were red © 
horſer, ſpeck led,ard white ; behind him : mark, who are thoſe 
red horſes, ſpeckled and white, ( in the g.verſe) Ther ſaid I, 
oh my Lord, what are theſe? and the angel that talked with 
me ſaid unto me, Iwill fhew thee what theſe be ; and the. man 
that ſtood among the myrile trets, anſwtred aud ſaid, theſe 
are they whoms the Lord hath ſent to walk to and fre through 
the earth, Theſe are the Angels that Rand behind Chriſt,thac 
are the followers of Chriſt ; they are his followers : the more 
union there is berwixt perſons, the more they love; and asthe 
union is, ſuch is the love, If there be a natural unioh berwixr 
perſons, their love will be natural ; if their union-be' civil, 
political, heir love will be polirical, civil ; if the union be 
ſpiricual, ecclefiaſtical, the love is ſpiritual, eccleſraſtical, 
more than natural, Now the union that is berwixr'the Angels 
and the Saints, it is a Church union, Ye are come, ſayes' rhe 
Apoſlle in the 1 2 of the Hebrews, verſe the 22, #nto monut 
Sion, and unto the city of the living God , the heavenly Feru+ 
ſalem, and to an innumerable company of angels, to the gene- 
ral aſſembly and Church of the firſt beyn :. (othar are of 
the ſame Church, the general afſembly and -Church of che 
firſt born , and therefore they muſt needs be an exceeding 
loving people to the Saints, and people of God, and therefore 
2 people fit for this employment, of all other rhe ficreſt for 
this employmenc, to be employed under God for the proce- 
Rion of the Saints, fitteſt, in regard of themſelves, _ 

Bnt then again ly. ficteſt chey are for this employment in 
regard of the Saints ; fof Who more fit to be employed in this 
protection under God, the proteRion of the Saints, than thoſe 
that are in ſome reſpeR above the Saints, and in ſome reſpe 
beneath them ; if a nurſe be aboye the child, (ſhe may deſpiſe 
ir, if the child be altogether above the nurſe, the nurſe _ 
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rule it, Now the Angels they are in ſome reſpe& beneath, nd 
1 ſome above the Sainrs;they are the Saints in 


regard of their nature, as you all know ; bur in ſome reſpe&s 
they are beneath che Saints, and below che Saints : for che 
ſecond perſon did not come into their nature,as he did into 
the vature of the Saints ; he took nor on him the vature of 
Angels, but he rook on him the ſeed of Abrabarn; and in that 
reſpe& the Saints are above them:and the Saints are cloathed 
wich the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, ſuch a garment as never 
came upon the back of an Angel, herein ghe Saints are above 
che Angels : and che Saintsand people of Gad,they are mem- 
bers of Chriſt, and therein above the Angels ; Chriſt is the 
Lotd.of Angels, bur you don't read chat the Angels are che 
members of Chriſt, So that Fſay,in ſome reſpe&s che Angels 
are beneath the Saints, and in ſome reſpefs above them;and 
ſo the more fit for this employment. Ye ſee how 'cis with 
mean man that firs at dinner ata Noble man's cable ; he firs 
downat the table wich che Noble man,and the ſervants of the 
Noble man, they actend upon him; ir may be che ſervancs are 
better men chan he, bur becauſe he firs dowd at the Noble 
mans cable, cheſe ſervancs actend upon him,as upon their ma- 
ſter, Now the Saincs and people of God are members of 
Chriſt, they have communion wmrh Chriſt, and fir down at his 
cable ; and cherefore his followers rhe Angels, they attend 
jos the Saints and people of God; and thus now ye ſee why 
che Angels are in1 ſpecial manner called torhis work of pro- 
ceRion of the Saints and people of God, 

Well,but then zly,why are the Angels calfed cothis work 
ofproteRion of che Saints, ſpecially in the cime af Plague and 
peſtilence'? why doth the Lord give a ſpeciil charge to his 
Angels,to hive a ſpecial care of his people inthe cithe of the 
Plague and peftilence, why at chat time eſpecially ? 

Firſt of all, thar rime is a time of che greaceſt danger ; 
when ſhould che Nurſe look unto the child, if not in che 

[b] oreateſt 
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oreateſt danger ? now in the time of the greateſt danger,then; 
come the azgels to the ſuccour of Gods people. In the 3 2. 
chapter of Geneſic we. read of the angels meeting of Jacob(ac 
the 1. vetſ.) Jacob went on his way, and the angels of God met 
bin ; aud when Faceb ſaw them, be ſaid, this 3s Gods buſt ; 
che y mer him then : why then'? he had a viſion when he 
went out from his Country, a promiſe io the way of a vitio, 
the angels aſcending and deſcending , and now he had the 
promiſe accompliſhed upon his return ; why then ? then he 
was in the greateſt danger, he was betwixt Laban and Eſas ; 
and though he had paſſed the pikes of Laban,yet now he was 
to meet an old provoked enemy, a wicked man, Eſas : inſo- 
much thar he was grievoufly afraid, and.be prayed, Lord delie 
ver me from the baud of my breather ; well, and whar then ? 
then comes the angels ; then comes this great danger, and 
then come the angels, and he called the name of rhe place Mae 
bartim ; "cisthe ſame expreſſion that is uſed in the 6. chapter 
of the Cavticles Concerning the Few: returning unto their own 
Country,at the 1 3.verſe, Retwrn,return,ob Shulamite, return, 
return,that we may look upon thee; what will ye ſee in the Shu- 
lamite ? ( inthe Jews returning ) as it were the company of 
Haharains, Maharaims ; ewo armies you read it, but ris 
the ſame word : why ? poſſibly ro ſhew that, God will ſend 
an hoſt of angels co guard c Jaws inco their Country, as be 
ſent an, hoſt of angels to guard their father Jacob into his 
Country, Bur I bring this co ſhew, that when the Saints and 
people of God are ingreateſt danger, then come the angels 
to ſuccour them. Now the time of ſickneſs and of the plague 
154 time of great danger, , | 
21y. Look when all viſible means and helps fail, then is a 
fic rime for inviſible help co come in, NoW the help of the 
ange \i$ inviſible, bis bands are under his wings 37 You cannot 
ſee his help: when all viſible means avd help* fail,chen comes 
G ods inviſible help, theo come the angejs, ® fit Une for the 
-20gels, > © irt But 


KI 
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But 3ly.Look when the deſtroying axge! is abroad, then 1s 
2 fir cime forthe proteRing age! to ep in, and be at work. 
Now in the time of the Plague and peltilence,the deſtroying 


| angel isabroad ; only here chen this queſtion doth ariſe, 


whether the deſtroying angel, and the proteCting angel dit- 
fer ? whether they be divers, or the ſame ? I ſhall cElolve 1c 
in two or three Poſitions, 

Firſt, alchough the ſame angel may deſroy,and ſpare , as 
in Davie's time ; yet the deſtroying angel, and the proteRt- 
ing angel ſeems to be divers;in = 2th, of Revel, four angel; 
came out to hurr, and another came out to ſave:inthe ggh,of 
Exckzel, fix men came out with their ſlaughter-weapons 1n 
their hands,and another came out to mark. 

The ſecond pafition is this ; as the deſtroying and proteRt- 
ing angel may ſeem to be divers, ſo God doth ſomerimes 
employ an evil angel co ali and deſtroy good men, and 
doth ſometimes employ a good angel to afli bad men; 
ſomerimes God doth employ a good angel to affli& and 
deſtroy wicked men, as in the caſe of Sodom, they were good 
angels that deftroyed Sodow : ſometimes on the other fide, 
God doth employ evil angels to aflict (and (hall I uſe the 
word deftrey,) good men ; the Devil wafted Fob, and killed 
his children, | 

Bur 3ly.Though the angels may be thus employed,the de- 
royer, and the proteRoar z yet thisis certain, that all pro- 
—_ m7 _—_—_ falls into yi! gs 6 <p as lap —_ 

angels, for be we ds charge over thee ; 

v5, why bi? in fr from Ts evilangels, 
thac did net ſay by him, bur left him io the time of theic 
apoRacy ; and they ſhall brar thee in their armes ; Devils 
don't bear the Sainrs 1h theic armes, therefore the buſineſs of 
the Saiars prote&ion, -this 'falls wholly upon the good angels 
to do ; bur look, I ſay, when che deftroying angel is abroad, 
then is a fit cime for the proteRing angel to be abroad too. . 

{ba] ' Now 
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Now inthe time of che Plague and peſtilence,che deſtroyi 
avgel is abroad ; therefore then eſpecially is the good angel ' 
to be at work for the proteRion of rhe Saints, 
4ly. The time of the Plague, is a time when the Saints 
and people of God may want outward proviſion, good people 
may be ſhut up and ſtarved for want of viRtuals, in the time 
of the Plague : Now 'cis the work of the good angels to pro- 
vide meat and vicuals for the people of God ſometimes, In 
the firſt of Kings 19. verſ, 5.'tis ſaid of E/;jah, that as be lay 
and ſept under a juniper tree,an angel touched him,and ſaid un- 
to bits, Ariſe and eat, and he looked, and behold there was a cake 
baked on the coals, and a cruſe of water at his head ; and he 
did eat avd drank,, and laid him down again, And the angel 
of the Lord came again the ſecond time, and touched him, and 
ſaid, ariſe and eat , becauſe the journey is tov great for 
thee, &C, | 

gly. The cime of the Plague ahd peſtilence, as 'cis a time 
of want,want of provifiop ; ſo *cis a'time when many of Gods 

Yeople are put to go for't, to fly for*s, to run for'r, to ſeek a- 
Cen for their houſes and habications,don'c know which way 
togo0; 'ris the wotk of # good avgel ro go before them, to 
order and dire rheir way, Inthe 24. of Gerefss, verl, 7, 
ſays Abrahams to his ſervant, He ſhall ſend his angels before 
thee ; *ris the work of a good angel to order, and direR; and 
ouide the people of God in their way. 

Laſtly,the time of the _— and peſtilence is a time when 
people need Phyſicians and Surgeons, Surgeons and Phyfi- 
cians againſt their malady ; a good angel can do this, and 
ſometimes doth ic : in the 5, of Joby, verſ, 4. For an angel 
went down at & certain ſeaſon mto the pool and troubled the wa + 
ter, whiſoever then firſt after the trons of the water ſtept in, 

: was made whole of whatferver diſeaſe he bad; this is the work 
of anangel, to prepare a medicine ; this is the wotk of an 


angel, 
- Ay 


in the time of Plague and Peſtilence, 13 


Ay, but you will ſay,all cheſe inftances are extraordinary ; 
what's this to me in this cime of che Plague and ſickneſs, 
whag's this co me?rhiele are extraordinary things ; does their 
miniſtry (till continue, or no ? 

Mark yes certainly : the Lord of hoſts is wich us, the 
God of Faces is our refuge ; and how God was the God of 
Tacob, and boy his reſuge, ye heard even now : in the firſt 
of the Hebrews, 7th, verſe, "Us ſaid, eAvd of the angels he 
ſaith, who maketh his angels ſpirits, and his mmifters a flame 
of fire ; Who maketh, in the preſent tenſe ; as if 'twere always 
a doing, not who hath made, but who maketh 5; who makewh 
his angels ſpirits,and his miniſters a flame of. fire,/cis the pre- 
ſent tenſe, cis continually a doing ; and if you look into the 
old Teſtament, and compare the Cherubims that were in the 
rabernacle,wich the Cherubims chat were in che Temple,you 
ſhall find that cheCherubims charwere inthe rabernacle were 
but ewo, and the Cherubims that were in the Temple were 
four ; why ? burroſhew thar their proteRion ſhall rather be 
inlarged than leflened ; in the fir Chapter of Job», ſays 
our Saviour Chriſt there ro Nathariel, ( laſt verſ,) Verity, 
verily, I Jay unto you, that hereafter ye ſhall ſee heaven oper= 
ed, and the angels of God aſcending deſcending «pes the 
fon of man ; hereafter this is 2 Goſpel truth,and the more you 
know and fee the myſtery of the Goſpel revealed, the more 
will chis myſtery be revealed to you ; hereafter ye ſhall ſee 
- heaven open, and the angels of God aſcending, &c, hereafter 
in Goſpel times ; and pray mark the words of the text, He 
ſhall gove bu angels charge over thee, over thee ; (ay you, 1 
confeſs thisa comfortable cruch, the proce&ion of Angels in 
the time of the Plague and peſtilence eſpecially, but what's 
this ro me ? yes, ( ſays he ) He ſhall give bis angels charge 
over thee, over thee, Now pray tell me when you read the 
Commandments, Thou ſhalt not feel, thou ſhalt not commit 
adultery, thou ſhalt ds no murder ; do ye think char the - hou 

there 
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there doth belong to you ? yes;I dare not Real, I dare not do 
any marder, I dare not commit adultery ; for 'cis ſaid, Thou 
ſhalt not murther, thou ſhalt not commut adultery, thon ſhalt 
ot ſteal, and this T hoy belongs to me ; and why ſhould nor 
the Thee of the promiſe belong to you, as well as the Thox 
of the Commandement ? Oh that thoſe that are aMiRed and 
troubled in conſcience would think bur of this one thing, If 
thou concerneſt thy ſelf inthe Thos of the Commandment, 
thou art concerned in the Thee of the Promiſe ; the thee of 
the promiſe concerns thee as certainly as the thow of the 
Commandment:and thus now ye ſee I have gone through the 
Do&rine, The Lord hath a ſingular care and providence over 
his people, eſpecially in the cime of the Plague and peſti- 
lence,which is managed by the hands of angels.God will take 
ſpecial order with the angels for the ſafety of his people io 
che time of the Plague and peſtilence, 
Now I come to the Application, | 
If theſe things be ſo ; firſt, great is the dignity of the 
Saints, of che Saints here on earth, thongh never ſo much 
deſpiſed by the world ; they are attended with avgels, chey 
have angels for their attendants z 1s it not an honour to have 
ſuch atcendancs as theſe ? the great ones of the earth think ic 
an honour to have a company of glittering fellows attending 
upon them, and-follewing them in reds and ribbands, and 
gold and filver laces. Ohthe beggarlyartendants of this earth, 
unto the attendants the Saints bave, glorious angels attend 
them ; 'rwas much that Pax! ſpake : All things are yours, 
whether Paul, or Apollo, or Cephas, all are yours ; Paxl's, 
or Apolls's, or Cephas's ; why what were they ? chey were 
Miniſters, and Miniſters are-called angels, angels of che 
Churches; bur net only cheſe angels are che Saint - 
ants, but heavenly angels are the Saincs attendants Wvhac 
dignity, what honour 1s here ? who dare deſpiſe any of the 
Saints or people of God,alchough chey be never ſo Rm 
ce 
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ſee what our Saviour ſaich, fat, 18, ver:10. T ake bred that 
youdeſpiſe not one of theſe little ones ; for I ſay unto you, that in 
heaven their angels do always behold the face of my Father 
which is in heaven : that's the firſt, 

2ly. If theſe things be ſo,why then ſurely the higheſt en- 
joyment, and the meaneſt employment commanded may and 
can ſtand rogether : what meaner employment than to arrend 
wpon a man that hath a || mftany runpipg upon him ? this 
the angels are to do, and they have the higheſt enjoyment at 
rhe ſame time ; ſays he after,they always behold the face of my 
Father, So that then our higheſt enjoyments, and meaneſt 
employment commanded, may and can ſtand together ; it 
may be you ſay, I won't go to my calling, tis a poor and mean 
calling, I ſhall not enjoy God in it:ay,bur know this, you may 
enjoy God inthe loweſt employment: the higheſt enjoyment 
and che meaneſt employment commanded, may and can ſtand 
rogether ;thar'sthe ſecond. 

IV: If cheſe thipgs be ſo,great is the Saints ſecuricy,great 
18 the Saints ſafety ; are they not in ſafe hands, thatare in the 
hands of angels ? not of one angel, bur many angels; if this be 
not enough , why the angels bear them up incheir armes : if 
this be not enough, God himſelf carries chem in his armes, 
23in the days of old ; Gods eye is upon them, hisear is open 
rotheir cry ; Chriſts left hand is under their head, and his 
right hand doth embrace chem, all the angels actendivg upon 
rhem ; Oh the ſafety and ſecurity of the Stines and people of 
God, even in the work of times, in the time of the Plague 
and peſtilence. | 
' 4ly. If theſe things be ſo ; how good and gracious is the 
Lord unto you, youlthar are the Saints and people of ? 
how good and gracious is the Lord to you ?. no ſooner had 
David ſaid Pſal, 34. 7. The angel of the Lord encampeth 
round about them that fear him, and delwvereth them ; but the 
next Words he ſubjoyns, Ob raft and ſee that the Lord is goed. 

Ay 
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Ay, here you may taſt and ſee the goodneſs of the Lord in« 
deed,in the miniſtration of angels; thar the angels nurſe you, 
and carry you up and down in their armes: the more you look 
into this, the more you will ſee how good and-gracious the 
Lord is. In the 8th, Pſalm, when David had conſidered the 
creatures round , Lord (\ays he ) what # man, that thou art 
mindful of him, and the ſox of man that thou wiſfite#t him ; for 
thou haft made him a little lower than the angels,for a time; all 
_ and oxen, and all creatures thou haſt put under hrs feet : 
He begins the Pſalm thus, Oh Lord, our Lord, how excellent 
is thy name in all the earth and becauſe his heart was full of 
the ſenſe of Gods love, he ends the P/a/m with the ſame 
words, O Lord, our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the 
earth! ay, this is a taking; thing indeed ; here you may ſee 
how gractousand gcod the Lord 18 to you, gl I 
gly. If theſe things be ſo ; how infinicely are we all be» 
holden unto Jeſus Chriſt, upon whoſe account 'ris that the 
Angels are your attendants 1n this time of the. Plague and 
ſickneſs ; he is che ladder that Jacob an:Cicifis papldiagchat 
ladder himſelf ; Tow ſhall ſee heaven open, and the ange r of 
God aſcending and deſcending upon the ſon of mai ; "ls upon 
Chriſts acconnt, all the _— of angels is upon Chriſts ac- 
count : here you have more than Adam had in the fate of 
innocency ; whem «Adam fell, then you read indeed.of the 
Cherubims ſet ro keep the tree of life,to keep Paradiſe; 
you don't read that before the fall he had the angels to mini- 
ſter to him ; but now in and by Jeſus Chriſt, we have the 
miniſtration of angels, we are reconciled unto all che an- 
oels, and not obly ſo, brit they are brought in to be our ate 
cendants, Oh blefled be God for Chriſt 1 why ſhould we noc 
ſay, I love thee dearly, O Lord my Saviour, by whow I am 
made” partaker of this infinite priviledge of the miniſtration 
/ | 


angels, 
6ly. If theſe thipgs be ſo ; what a mighty — 
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\$ly.If cheſe things be ſo;then(friends)why ſhould. we gor 
Mas ro apy ork commanded , though ir ly much beneath * 
us ? Don'cyou think chat che attending upon a fick,man, 
man that hach a Plague-ſore cunning upon hum,is a work that 
lyes much beneath Angels ? yer che Angels doicbecauſe'tis 
commanded,though much beneath chem, yet.chey Roop to ig 
becauſe it is commanded : and what though & york ly much 
beneath you, yet if ic be commanded, why ſhould you nor 
ſtoop to it ? you will ſay, ſuch a one is much beneath me, I 
wont lay my hand under bis ſhooes, he is much beneath me 
ah but the Angels lay cheir hands under your ſhooes , and 
the work they do for you is much beneath chem;wh y ſhould 

« we not be like our attendants ? chis is Angelical obedience ; 
theAngels do you many a kindne(s,and never look for chanks 
from you, they do many a kindneſs that you are not aware 
of : why are you delivered, ſometimes you know not how ? 
here's a hand under a wing, the migiſtration. of Angels is 
the cauſe of ir, But T ſay, the work they (foop to, for you is 
much beneath chem, and therefore, why fhould we nor Roop 

- to any work commanded, thonghic ly much beneath us? 
gly. If cheſe things be ſo (friends) what manner of men, 
and women ought we to be in all holy converſation ?., whar, 
your attendancs ſo holy, and you ſo unholy ? ler che. women 
be covered,becauſe of the Angels,ſayes the Apolile;ſo fay I, 

lec us walk h | 


olily becauſe of che Angels, they arealwayes a- 
bouc us - If you be. in compeny wich a grave man, you won'c 
oigole, tor be ſo frothy as with others ; If a man have a ſer- 
vant acrending upon him that is grave and ſober, he won*cbe 
frothy and vain ; behold. what graye and holy atcendancs 
chere are about you ; and will you gigele, and be frothyad 
vain ?- Oh whac. manner of men and women ought weto be 

- Inall holy converſation ? X 

But centhly and laſtly, co conclude ; if cheſe-things be ſo, 


why ſhould we not alwayes be found in that way , whereby 
we 
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wemay come wiehio the compaſs of this: proteRion + inthe 
34+ 2 ſalns ir is pur-upont fearing God., they ſhell pirebrber 
$606; ronnd about them that frarrhiw 3 inchis Pſalwir is put 
moſt uponicuſtingin God, In this g 1; Pſalm, in-this verſe, 
ic is put upon res yn yr Angels is put upon)being in 
our Way; They fhall bear you: up in their bands, He ſhall 
hep angelecharge overs bes t0: keep you — all F bur 

HLy OUC- Wayes ; wayes:your wayes aiſ6 Gods wayes, 
your way os NE hadaCod ; if you be»out of 
s Way, youate our of your own way; if you be in your 
waygthe Angels (hall keep you even inthe time of aPlague, 
ind bear you up/igcheir. hands chat you dath nor yourfoor 
againſt a fone ; dutifyou;be out-of [your wiy, I won'cen- 
ſure you of ſafecy, When Baer wenciipenthe devils: er- 
Tos met him and ſcared his afle; and the afle run 
his foot againſt che wall, daſhed his foot againſt'the wall;the 


romiſe is, thoy ſhale novdaſh thy foot againſt a fone ; bur 
im and (cared hls 


him for his proteMion ? the very ſea 
would not, be-quiec, cill be was thrown ovec-doard!; inftead 
of Angels co-prote' him, be bad a. Whale co devour him, 
Iconfeſs indeed;through the free grace & mercy of God,the 
belly of deſtruftion was made a chamber of preſervation to 
him, but be was out of his way'; and inſtead of an Angel to 
keep him that be daſh not his foot, his whole body was 
thrown over-board, Sayes Solomon, As 4 bird from ber neft, 
ſois a man ont of bis place ; ſo long a8 the bird isin her neſt, 
itis free from the hawk,ic is free from the birding peece,'cis 
free fronhe ners,and ginns, and ſnares, a8 lopg a8 'tis in her 
neſt; but when the bird 1s off her neſt,then (he 1s expoſed co 
many dangers, So, ſo long a8 a man is ib his way, in his place 
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8ly,If theſe chings be ſo;rhen(friends)why (ſhould we not = 
ſoop to any work commanded , though tc ly much beneath * 
us ?* Don'c you thipk thac the attending upon a lick man, 8 
man that hath a Plague-ſore running upon him,is a work thac 
lyes much beneath Angels ? yet the Angels doir becauſe 'ris 
commanded, though much beneath chem, yer they Roop to ic 
becauſe iris commanded : and what though a work ly much 
beneath you, yet if ic be commanded, why (hould you nor 
ſtoop to it ? you will ſay, ſuch a one is much beneath me, I 
wont by my hand under his (ſhooes, be is much beneath me 
ah buc the Angels lay thei hands under your (hooes ,, and 
£ the work they do for you is much beneath chem;wh y ſhould 
we not belike our attendancs? this is Angelical obedience ; 
the Angels do you many a kindneſs, and never look for thanks 
from you, they do many a kindneſs that you are not aware 
of : why are you delivered, ſometimes you know not how ? 
heze's a band ynder a wing, the miniſtration .of Angels is 
the cauſe of ir, Bur ſay, the work they ſtoop co for you is 
much beneath them, ind therefore why fquld we nor loop 
to any work commanded, thonghic ly much beneath us ? 
gly. If cheſe chings be ſo (friends) what mariner of men 
and women ought we to be io all holy conyerſation ? what, 
your attendants ſo holy, and you ſo unholy ? let the women 
be covered;becauſe of the Angels,(ayes the Apoſtle;ſo ſay I, 
let us walk holily becauſe of the Angels, they are alwayes a- 
bout us - if you be in compeyy with a grave man, you won'c 
oigele, nor be ſo frothy as with others ; if a man have a ſer- 
vant atcending upon him chat is grave and ſober, he won'cbe 
frothy and vain ; behold what grave and* holy-attendancs. 
there are abour you ; and will you gi2gle, and be frothyand 
vain ? Oh what mannet of men and women ought, we to be 
in all holy converſation ? | 
But centhly and laſtly, co conclude ; if cheſe things be ſo, 


why ſhould we not alwayes be found io that way , whereby 
| we 


# the time of Plagnt and Peſtilence, 19 
we may come within che-compa(s of chis grogaRicn ; inthe 
34- Pſalms it is put upon fearing God , they ſhall pitch eheir 
tents rewnd about them that fear kins 3, in this Pſalwir is pur 
moſt upon truſting in God, In this 91, Pſalm, in this yerſe, 
it is put upon (this proteRion of Angels is put upon)beipg in 
our Way; They ſhall brar you up their bands, He ſhall 
$124 bis angels charge over thee to keep you 8 all your wayes, 
10 all your wayes z-your wayes :your mayes re-Gods wayes, 
your way is the way commanded by God ; if you be our of 

$ Way, you arg out of your owD way; If you be in your 
way,the Angels (hall keep you even io the time of aPlague, 
nd. bear ; you up ip their. bands that you dath nor your foor 
againſt a ſtone ; bur if you be out of - your way, 1 won't en-- 
ſure,you.gf afery. When-R/aam went upon the devils- er- 
rand Angel met him and ſcared his afle;and the afſe run; 
his foot againſt che wall,daſhed his foor againſt the wall;the, 
propel is, chou ſhalc nog Gay foot, againſt a ſtone ; buc 
e was out of hig way, and che Angel mer himand ſcared hts 
afſe, and his A fi ruſh his legs againſt che wall, Fo- 
»ab went out of his way,when he can.away from God ; God 
bad him go one ways and he went another ; well, whar then? 
were the Angels wich bimfor his proteQion? the very ſea 
x - be quier, cill. he was thrown over-board ; infiead- 

e 


would 
of Ang re& him, be had a Whale co devour 'him, 
Iconfeſs indeecehro che bes grace Fg mercy of God,the 
belly of deſtruRtion was made a chamber of preſervatien to 
him, bur be was out of big wiyhy and inſtead of an Angel to 
keep him that he daſh not his foot, his whole body was 
chrown over-board, Sayes:Selowon, As 4 bird from ber neſt, 
ſo is a maxgnt of þ1; place ; (0 long 38 the bird isin her neſt, 
it is free from the hawk, ir is free from the birding peece,'cis 
- free from the nets,and ginns, and ſnares, as log as 'tis in her 
neſt; but when the bird is off her teſt,then (he 18 expoſed to 
many dangers, So, ſo long a3 a man 1s in his way, in his place 
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